
 
 
 
Description:  Longnose Suckers are torpedo-shaped fish 
with a snout that extends beyond the subterminal mouth.  
They can reach a size of over 500 mm; however in New 
England they are generally smaller.  They are generally 
silvery-gray to yellowish in color and sometimes have 
darker blotches or saddles along their sides.  During 
breeding season they will have a red lateral stripe and 
tubercles (pimple-like bumps) on their head and fins.   
 
Similar Species:  Longnose Suckers and white suckers 
(Catostomus commersoni) can be easily confused.  
Longnose Suckers have finer scales than white sucker and 
have 85 lateral line scales, compared to the 75 for white 
sucker.  The lateral line pores can sometimes be easily seen 
in the Longnose Sucker whereas in the white sucker the 
pores are not visible.  In the Longnose Sucker, the lower 
lips look like two square flaps, whereas in the white sucker 
the lower lips are more tapered.   
 
Habitat:  In Massachusetts, Longnose Suckers are found 
mainly in cool upper sections of streams and rivers with 
rocky substrates.  They are only found in the western part 
of the State, specifically in the Deerfield, Housatonic, 
Hoosic, and Westfield watersheds.  In other parts of their 
range they are found in lakes and have been found as deep 
as 600 ft.   
 

Distribution in Massachusetts
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‘endangered wildlife conservation’ on your state income tax form as these donations c
State Status: Special Concern 
Federal Status: None 
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